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On the 28th of February 2026, the United States and Is-
raeli Air Forces carried out deadly precision air strikes de-
capitating the Iranian theocratic cleric regime killing its
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and 42 other
top political and military leaders under the smokescreen
of ongoing negotiations between the US and Iran regard-
ing the Iranian nuclear programme. The purported mil-
itary targets were regime change replacing the hardline
Shia regime with a moderate democratic regime friendly
to the US and Israel. This was expected
to be achieved by effecting an internal
uprising by the Iranian population, a
large segment of which was already on
the streets protesting against the regime’s
harsh excesses resulting in the death of
thousands of protestors, the Kurdish
rebels in the West and Baloch rebels in
the East. The Iranian regime had appar-
ently been preparing over the last two decades for such
an eventuality as its military machine not only crushed
all internal revolts but emerged with its decentralized
command structure intact after the devastating com-
bined air strikes by the US and Israel. It responded with
a barrage of missile and drone strikes all over the middle
east, targeting the US military bases and military and ci-
vilian hubs of Israel. Israel was able to absorb the initial
shock of Iranian ballistic missiles by its high technology
and highly expensive “Iron Dome” but soon its capaci-
ty was overwhelmed by the sheer quantity of incoming
low-cost Iranian missiles and drones. Iran had located
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its drone and missile production facilities deep inside its
far-flung mountainous areas beyond the reach of US and
Israeli bunker blaster bombs. Nevertheless, Israeli and
US air strikes continued unabated all over Iran, targeting
the Iranian Air Force, Navy, Petroleum and Nuclear en-
ergy facilities exacting a colossal cost on the Iranian State.
The US and Israeli casualties have been relatively light,
with a few scores killed and a few hundred injured while
the Iranians have suffered over three thousand killed and
about twenty-five thousand injured. The
material losses in Iran have been a stag-
gering US dollar 300 billion. The mid-
dle eastern Arab countries have suffered
losses of up to US dollar 150 billion. 17
US bases and a British base have been
struck. Israel has suffered losses of over
11 billion US dollars. Thereafter Iran
has blockaded the Strait of Hormuz. The
US President Donald Trump has been alternately issu-
ing threats and reports of ongoing peace talks which have
been periodically denied by the Iranians. Pakistan at the
behest of the US has attempted a couple of unsuccessful
peace negotiations. While Iran was selectively allowing
passage of ships through the Strait of Hormuz, the US
Navy has imposed a blockade on those ships. Presently
there has been a two-week uneasy lull in the war. The
US has claimed victory but it has failed in its military
objective of regime change. Ironically a more hardline
leadership regime controlled by the elite Iranian Revo-
lutionary Guard Command (IRGC) has taken over. For
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Israel it has been a partial success at great cost in that it
has been able to reduce the military power of the Iranian
regime reducing but not eliminating the constant threat
from Iran. Needless to say, all sides are using the tempo-
rary lull in fighting to replenish their armamentarium.
The middle eastern crisis had begun in 2023 after Israeli
intelligence reported that Iran had already accumulated a
substantial amount of enriched uranium for assembling
thirty or so nuclear bombs though it was yet to acquire
the complete technology. In 2024 there was an exchange
of missiles between Israel and Iran, and in 2025 there was
another 12-day war between the US and Israel on one
side and Iran on the other, this time too with a heavy
exchange of missiles in which the Iranian Nuclear sites
namely Fordow was hit, after which the US claimed it
had completely disabled the Iranian nuclear programme.
The Israeli intelligence and its Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu were however not satisfied and have contin-
ued to allege that Iran had removed its stock of enriched
Uranium to some undisclosed site that neither the US
nor the Israeli intelligence could locate. The complicat-
ing factor has been the Iranian Mullah regime, ever since
it came to existence led by its then Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Khomeini after deposing the Shah of Iran in 1979
has engaged in the aggressive rhetoric about its intent of
wiping oft Israel from the world map. Not only that, ithas
extended its influence in the entire middle east through
its terrorist proxies, the Hamas in Palestine and Gaza, the
Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Houthis in Yemen. While
the Houthis have been targeting Saudi Arabia and the
US bases in the gulf, Hezbollah and Hamas have been a
persistent thorn in the East and West of Israel orchestrat-
ing a never-ending string of terror attacks through un-
derground tunnels and rocket attacks on Israeli civilians.
Matters came to a head on October 7 2023 when Hamas
militants armed with Chinese weapons, gliders, motor-
bikes and vehicles breached the fortified fences across
Gaza and attacked Israeli civilians at the Supernova mu-
sic festival and adjoining localities killing 1800 civilians
and kidnapping hundreds of civilians, women, children,
young and old men as hostage leaving a horrific trail of
arson, murder and rape in its wake. Macabre scenes of
bleeding and wounded Israeli hostages being paraded in
Gaza amid cheering civilian spectators on TV screens
shocked viewers worldwide accompanied by a deafening
silence from the politically correct liberal world. Israel
retaliated with a fierce artillery barrage and aerial bom-
bardment over Gaza pulverizing its terror infrastructure,
located often beneath schools, residential areas and hos-
pitals but this time the Israelis did not pull their punch-
es. After a month of ‘softening up” Hamas resistance, the
Israeli ground troops moved in mopping up the penny
packets and tunnels where the Hamas terrorists were

holed up. Due to the ‘human shield” tactics adopted by
the Hamas, there were thousands of civilian casualties,
and the liberal world led by the UN Chief Antonio Gue-
terrez was quick to label the Israeli action as ‘genocide’,
disregarding the fact that the dividingline between terror-
ists and civilians is next to impossible to locate, be it Gaza
or anywhere else on earth. Itis reported that some Hamas
militants mentored their Pakistani brethren as they car-
ried out their barbaric attack in Pahalgam a year ago.
The USA’s NATO partners have refused to join the US
and Israel in the war, and NATO is practically defunct.
The middle eastern countries want the US to remove
its military bases from the region. The Baloch rebels
have built up their own navy which has started attack-
ing the Pakistani navy. Pakistan no longer controls the
west of Indus and is all set to disintegrate. Russia has
largely achieved its military objectives in Ukraine, China
and India remain unscathed; the US is on the verge of
vacating the middle east while Iran has emerged as the
regional oil hegemon in control of the Strait of Hormuz
through which 25% of global oil shipping passes. Tur-
key on its part is leaving no stone unturned to emerge
as the leader of the Sunni world and Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan dreams of reviving the Ottoman Caliphate with
him as the Caliph. The BRICS countries have moved
away from the US dollar and we are witnessing the be-
ginning of the end of the global American hegemony.
“Israel is in a dominant position in West Asia (Rath-
er - The Most) 5@ T8 BTo(T, @Y T FIE=N2A |
(ST P STATE@RR Mature Political process
(2| Coup &R counter-coup(® ARG FI FF13......
AT BIE | Arab (MF CH @RIAT S MR, A
(el 99 Arab powers (MF (N7 C® = Israel @3
IBIFe..... T© odds 2 Israel @7 RETa SF
T @, 93 oAb Tife Twig AFE “- Jayas-
ree, January 1999, Oi Mahamanaba Ashe P 3127

“.... In the inviolable and - most Divine name of Mother
Jagadamba Durga Bhabani Chandi -
SHALL drive again in Her full glory. Corrupt people on my

that Bengal - Indian

motherland’s Soil will be completely eliminated gradu-ally.
And after a specified period dishonest persons will not have the
right to exist on Indian soil. And one, rather your Samaritans
shall lead the whole world to the fourth stage of civilisation.

Could this frail Faquir be more explicit.” - Mahakal
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ST 7 (The committee shall inquire into all the

facts and circumstances relating to the disappearance

of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subse-
quent developments connected therewith) | =2 fAE
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ATTITUDES OF JAWAHARLAL NEHRU AND MOHANDAS GAND-
HI TOWARDS NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE IN1942

Sri Utpal Aich

PREFATORY NOTE

Since most readers are not bothered to delve into details,
the narratives which might apparently appear to be un-
related to the topic of this write-up are being relegated
to the footnotes. However, serious readers, desirous of
knowing in greater detail, may like to peruse the foot-
notes as well, to appreciate the matter fully.

INTRODUCTION

It is pertinent to know the background state of affairs in
India in 1942, when we attempt to study the attitude of
Shri Mohandas Gandhi, who believed in the compro-
mise [1]. It is well-known that Subhas Chandra Bose,
from the beginning, was against any type of compromise
with British imperialism, with injustice and anything
wrong. [2] In this aspect, they were individuals of oppo-
site poles.

The World War had begun in early September 1939 and
it was going on in full swing in the beginning of 1942.

(3]

The Japanese offensive towards Burma had begun on
January 20, 1942. Singapore fell on February 15, 1942,
and the Japanese took around 55,000 Indian soldiers as
prisoners of war. Then Rangoon fell on March 8, 1942,
and the rest of Burma was free-falling. As the Japanese
army was advancing, some 70,000 Indians were evacu-

ATTITUDES OF JAWAHARL)
EHRU AND MOHANDAS GANDHI
" TOWARDS NETAJI SUBHAS
CHANDRA BOSE IN1942 E

UTPAL AICH

ated by sea, 4,800 followed by air, and 450,000 tried to
cross over to India by land-route. Out of these, about
50,000 Indians might have died on the way. [4]

CRIPPS MISSION

For long, Prime Minister Churchill had been ignoring
President Roosevelt’s suggestion to settle the Indian is-
sue. But, when the Japanese threat of invading India be-
came a reality in the minds of the British Governments
[and also in the minds of the compromised leaders of the
Congress Party in India], Churchill, knowing well that
USA’s help was mandatory to save the situation, under-
stood that obtaining the support of the Indians was very
important for Britain and the Allies. He therefore con-
sented to send his Wartime coalition cabinet colleague
Sir Stafford Cripps to India with a few proposals. Sir
Cripps had actually volunteered to go to India.

Being a Labour Party member, Sir Stafford Cripps was
traditionally sympathetic to the Indian cause. But, un-
like in India, the Britons — belonging to the Conservative
Party (Torries) or the Labour Party or the Liberal Party
— were British first. They were mindful of the interests
of their own nation first and went with the national con-
sensus. Sir Stafford Cripps reached New Delhi on March
23, 1942, and spent three weeks in India meeting leaders
of all the parties and communities. [5]

One of the proposals Sir Stafford Cripps brought offered
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Dominion Status to India after the end of the War but
the caveat was that the constituent Indian provinces or
the Princely States would have the right to secede. While
Jawaharlal Nehru and some other Working Committee
members were upbeat, the Super President (de jure since
the adoption of the Pant Resolution of March 1939) of
the Congress Party, i.e. Shri M.K. Gandhi, rejected the of-
fer. So did Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose through several
of his radio broadcasts from Berlin. M.K. Gandhi told
Cripps: “Why did you come if this is what you have to
offer? If this is your entire proposal to India, I would
advise you to take the next plane home.” [6]

It is reported in some books that Shri M.K. Gandhi said
that the Cripp’s offer was “a post-dated cheque on a fail-
ing bank”. [7]

Many, including Jawaharlal Nehru and Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, thought that Shri M.K. Gandhi’s opinion
was that Japan and Germany would win the War. While
Maulana Abul Kalam has written this in ‘India Wins
Freedom’ [please see further below in this write-up],
Jawaharlal Nehru said this to his colleagues in the Con-
gress Working Committee Meeting held in Allahabad in
end April 1942. [8]

Obviously, as Shri M.K. Gandhi rejected it, the Cripps’
Mission failed.

NETAJI SUBHAS BOSE’S ROLE

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose had reached Berlin on April
2, 1941, with an Italian passport in the name of Mr. Or-
lando Mazzota, and was watching calmly and quietly the
changes in the world due to the War and also the activ-
ities of the British government and those of the Indian
National Congress. But after the fall of Singapore, he
came out with his own identity, abandoning his cover
name Orlando Mazzota, and started broadcasting from

Azad Hind Radio.

Even before Sir Stafford Cripps left London for India, in
his radio broadcast from Germany on March 19, 1942,
Netaji rejected the British Government’s proposed offer.

(9]

MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD’S OBSERVA-
TION

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was the Congress President
for six years since March 1940. Reproduced below are
his observations about Gandhiji’s opinion of that period
(1942):

“THERE WAS ANOTHER POINT ON WHICH
MY READING OF THE SITUATION DIFFERED
FROM GANDHIT'S. GANDHIJI BY NOW IN-
CLINED MORE AND MORE TO THE VIEW
THAT THE ALLIES COULD NOT WIN THE WAR.
HE FEARED THAT IT MIGHT END IN THE TRI-
UMPH OF GERMANY AND JAPAN, OR AT THE
BEST THERE MIGHT BE A STALEMATE.

“GANDHIJI DID NOT EXPRESS THIS OPIN-
ION ABOUT THE OUTCOME OF THE WAR IN
CLEAR-CUT TERMS BUT IN DISCUSSIONS
WITH HIM I FELT THAT HE WAS BECOMING
MORE AND MORE DOUBTFUL ABOUT AN AL-
LIED VICTORY. I SAW THAT SUBHAS BOSE’S
ESCAPE TO GERMANY HAD MADE A GREAT
IMPRESSION ON GANDHIJI. He had not former-
ly approved many of Bose’s actions, but now I found
a change in his outlook. MANY OF HIS REMARKS
CONVINCED ME THAT HE ADMIRED THE
COURAGE AND RESOURCEFULNESS SUBHAS
BOSE HAD DISPLAYED IN MAKING HIS ESCAPE
FROM INDIA. HIS ADMIRATION FOR SUB-
HAS BOSE UNCONSCIOUSLY COLOURED HIS
VIEWS ABOUT THE WHOLE WAR SITUATION.

“THIS ADMIRATION WAS ALSO ONE OF THE
FACTORS WHICH CLOUDED THE DISCUS-
SIONS DURING THE CRIPPS MISSION TO IN-
DIA. I shall discuss the proposal brought by Cripps and
the reasons why we rejected it in greater detail in a later
chapter, but here I WOULD LIKE TO MENTION A
REPORT WHICH WAS CIRCULATED ABOUT
THE TIME OF CRIPPS ARRIVAL. THERE WAS A
NEWS FLASH THAT SUBHAS BOSE HAD DIED
IN AN AIR CRASH. THIS CREATED A SENSA-
TION IN INDIA AND GANDHIJI, AMONG OTH-
ERS, WAS DEEPLY MOVED. HE SENT A MES-
SAGE OF CONDOLENCE TO SUBHAS BOSE’S
MOTHER IN WHICH HE SPOKE IN GLOWING
TERMS ABOUT HER SON AND HIS SERVICES
TO INDIA. LATER ON IT TURNED OUT THAT
THE REPORT WAS FALSE. CRIPPS , HOWEVER,
COMPLAINED TO ME THAT HE HAD NOT
EXPECTED A MAN LIKE GANDHIJI TO SPEAK
IN SUCH GLOWING TERMS ABOUT SUBHAS
BOSE. Gandhiji was a confirmed believer in non-vio-
lence, while Subhas Bose had openly sided with the Axis
powers and was carrying on vigorous propaganda for the

defeat of the Allies on the battlefield.” [10]

MORE ABOUT THE FALSE REPORT OF AIR-
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CRASH DEATH OF NETAJI IN MARCH 1942

When the British news agencies falsely reported in the
fourth week of March 1942 that Subhas Bose was killed
in an aircrash , Netaji came forward to broadcast from
Azad Hind Radio, Germany, on March 25, 1942, and
said: “This is Subhas Chandra Bose, who is still alive,
speaking to you over the Azad Hind Radio. British news
agencies have spread all over the world the report that
I died in an aeroplane crash on my way to Tokyo to at-
tend an important conference there. ... The latest report
about my death is perhaps an instance of wishful think-
ing.” The rest of the speech was criticism of Sir Stafford
Cripps’ proposal. [11]

M.K. GANDHI'S REACTION TO THE SO-
CALLED ‘DEATH’ OF NETAJI

Here, below, is the text of the telegram “TELEGRAM
TO PRABHAVATIDEVI BOSE”, mother of Subhas
Chandra Bose, sent by Shri M.K. Gandhi [12]:

“NEW DELHI,

March 29, 1942

“THE WHOLE NATION MOURNS WITH YOU
THE DEATH OF YOUR AND HER BRAVE SON.
I SHARE YOUR SORROW TO THE FULL. MAY
GOD GIVE YOU COURAGE TO BEAR THE UN-
EXPECTED LOSS. GANDHI”

The Bombay Chronicle, 30-3-1942

M.K. Gandhi had to issue a corrective telegram to Smt.
Prabhabati Debi on the next day when he wrote [13]:

TELEGRAM TO PRABHAVATIDEVI BOSE

“NEW DELHI,
March 30, 1942

“THANK GOD WHAT PURPORTED AUTHEN-
TIC HAS PROVED WRONG. WE CONGRATU-
LATE YOU AND NATION.”

JAPAN HAD NO EXPANSIONIST GOAL

However, Japan had no aggressive designs towards India
and did not advance further toward India. If they had
any such intention, they would have advanced in the ear-
ly months of 1942 itself. Commonsense said that Japan
did not have the manpower; an invasion to occupy the
entire India was not militarily feasible. Japan’s Prime
Minister, General Tojo, made a couple of historic pro-
nouncements in the Japanese Diet (parliament) that
“India was for Indians” and “Without the liberation of

India, there can be no real mutual prosperity in Greater
East Asia.” All the rumours were of the British propa-
gandists. “They are shouting from the house tops, ‘See
what the Japanese have done in China.” ” [14]

SRI AUROBINDO’S ATTEMPTED INTERVEN-
TION

It is not widely known that Sri Aurobindo was in favour
of accepting the Cripp’s proposal. Despite being in the
spiritual field, Sri Aurobindo closely followed the events
concerning India’s freedom struggle. Sri Aurobindo lis-
tened to Sir Stafford Cripps’ radio broadcast of March
30, 1942, in which the offer was announced. Sri Aurob-
indo was so elated that he sent Sir Stafford Cripps a tele-
gram on March 31, 1942, expressing his appreciation to
Sir Cripps for that offer and hoping that this offer would
be accepted and ‘the right use made of it putting aside
all discords and divisions.” Sri Aurobindo concluded his
telegram by offering his pubic adhesion ‘in case it can be
of any help in your work.” [15] Sri Aurobindo did not
stop there and sent personal messages to C. Rajagopal-
achari, one of the members of the Congress High Com-
mand, and to B.S. Moonje, leader of the Hindu Ma-
hasabha, and sent his lawyer-disciple Shri S. Duraiswamy
Iyer to the Congress Working Committee members at
Delhi. Shri S. Duraiswamy Iyer was a disciple of Sri Au-
robindo and a distinguished Madras lawyer and a friend
of C. Rajagopalachari, one of the prominent Cogress
leaders from Madras province.

GANDHI’'S MYSTERIOUS COMMENT TO SRI
AUROBINDO’S EMISSARY

In the introductory note given to Mr. Duraiswamy Iyer
for the Congress Working Committee members, Sri Au-
robindo wrote: “In view of the urgency of the situation I
am sending Mr. Duraiswamy Iyer to convey my views on
the present negotiations and my reasons for pressing on
Indian leaders the need of a settlement. He is accredited
to speak for me.” [16]

After renouncing politics and taking up ascetic life in
Pondichery in April 1910, this was probably the only
overt attempt by Sri Aurobindo to intercede with Indi-
an independence movement. In an article, Prof. Samar
Guha has written that Sri Aurobindo also sent a spe-
cial messenger [Duraiswami] to Gandhiji urging him
to accept the Cripps proposals. DECLINING THE
REQUEST OF A GREAT SOUL LIKE SRI AUROB-
INDO, GANDHIJI SAID TO MR. DUR AISWAMI:
“THIS MEANS I HAVE TO FIGHT SUBHAS!”
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PROF. SAMAR GUHA HAD OPINED THAT THIS
REMARK OF GANDHIJI WAS INCONCEIVABLE,
ASTONISHING - EXTREMELY SIGNIFICANT
AND FULL OF IMPLICATION. [17]

SHRI M.K. GANDHI'S AMBIVALANCE

Gandhi was very guarded about his real feelings about
Subhas Chandra Bose. Even to his close sidekicks he did
not fully reveal himself or divulge his feelings. Moreover,
he changed his public stance very often. Furthermore,

Shri Gandhi was afflicted by the British propaganda.

In an interview to the prominent Congressmen of Bom-
bay and Gujarat, [ the INTERVIEW TO BOMBAY
SUBURBAN AND GUJARAT CONGRESSMEN]
on May 15, 1942, and in reply to a question by Shri B.G.
Kher, Shri M.K. Gandhi said the following:

“B. G. KHER: But will such a mass civil disobedience
not mean direct help to the Japanese?

Answer: “OH, NO! WE ARE DRIVING THE BRIT-
ISH. WE DO NOT INVITE THE JAPANESE. NO,
I DISAGREE WITH THOSE WHO THINK THEM
LIBERATORS. CHINESE HISTORY POINTS
THAT OUT. IN FACT I ADVISED CHIANG KAI-
SHEK WHEN HE CAME HERE TO FIGHT THE
JAPS MY WAY. IN FACT I BELIEVE THAT SUB-
HAS BOSE WILL HAVE TO BE RESISTED BY US.
I HAVE NO PROOF, BUT I HAVE AN IDEA THAT
THE FORWARD BLOC HAS A TREMENDOUS
ORGANIZATION IN INDIA. WELL, SUBHAS
HAS RISKED MUCH FOR US; BUT IF HE MEANS
TO SET UP A GOVERNMENT IN INDIA, UN-
DER THE JAPANESE, HE WILL BE RESISTED BY
US. AND I FEAR THE FORWARD BLOC PEOPLE
WILL TRY THEIR UTMOST TO DO SO. AND
AGAIN, AS I SAID, WE LAUNCH OUR MOVE-
MENT ONLY AGAINST THE BRITISH. THE
JAPS CAN EXPECT US TO SIGN A NEUTRALIL-
TY PACT WITH THEM. AND WHY NOT? WHY
SHOULD THEY INVADE US? BUT IF THEY DO
WE SHALL RESIST.” [18]

And M.K. Gandhi wrote the following in reply to a ques-
tion in the Harijan of 21 June 1942 [19]:

Q. You do not hear the radio messages. I do most assid-
uously. They interpret your writings as if your leanings
were in favour of the Axis powers and you had now
veered round to Subhas Babu’s views about receiving
outside help to overthrow the British rule. I would like

you to clear your position in this matter. Misinterpreta-
tion of your known views has reached a dangerous point.

A.Tam glad you have asked the question. I have no desire
whatsoever to woo any power to help India in her endeav-
our to free herself from the foreign yoke. I have no desire
to exchange the British for any other rule. Better the en-
emy I know than the one I do not. I have never attached
the slightest importance or weight to the friendly profes-
sions of the Axis powers. If they come to India they will
come not as deliverers but as sharers in the spoil. There
can therefore be no question of my approval of Subhas
Babu’s policy. The old difference of opinion between us
persists. This does not mean that I doubt his sacrifice or
his patriotism. But my appreciation of his patriotism and
sacrifice cannot blind me to the fact that he is misguided
and that his way can never lead to India’s deliverance. If I
am impatient of the British yoke I am so because India’s
sullenness and suppressed delight of the man in the street
over British reverses are dangerous symptoms which may
lead to the success of Japanese designs upon India, if they
are not dealt with in the proper manner; whereas India
finding herself in possession of complete freedom will
never want the Japanese to enter India. India’s sullenness
and discontent will be changed as if by magic into joyful
and hearty co-operation with the Allies in consolidating
and preserving her liberty from any and every evil design.
[SEVAGRAM, June 12, 1942 Harijan, 21-6-1942] [19]

CONCLUSION

As I have already written, Shri M.K. Gandhi was very
reserved. So, it is not possible to correctly tell what he
actually thought of Subhas Chandra Bose then. Howev-
er, Shri Gandhi made rampant false accusations against
Subhas Chandra Bose in the past. He revealed his innate
antagonism towards Subhas Chandra Bose on several oc-
casions. To name a couple of such calumnies: (i) on Au-
gust 24, 1929, Shri Gandhi wrote in a letter that “Sub-
has Babu will never pardon the loin-cloth.” (ii) Gandhi
Maharaj told Viceroy Lord Irwin on February 18, 1931,
“He (Subhas Bose) is my opponent”, etc. He went to
the extent of writing on January 15, 1940, that “I feel
that Subhas is behaving like a spoilt child of the family.”
However, we never found Subhas Bose to be disrespect-
ful to Shri M.K. Gandhi, who was elder to him by more
than 27 years.

Anyway, I have every right to make a guess as to what
was bothering Shri Mohandas Gandhi in 1942. During
their one-to-one meeting on June 20, 1940, in Sevagram,
Subhas Chandra Bose had a talk with Shri Mohandas
Gandhi for the last time. Subhas Chandra Bose wrote:
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“However, at the end of a long and hearty talk, he [M.K.
GANDHI] told the writer that if his (the writer’s) efforts
to win freedom for India succeeded — then his (Gand-
hi’s) telegram of congratulation would be the first that
the writer would receive. [20]

That Subhas Bose did not tell a lie was revealed in March
1978 when Volume 72 of the Collected Works of Ma-
hatma Gandhi was published. This volume contained
an article Shri Gandhi wrote, dated Sevagram, on July 9,
1940, which was reportedly published in the Harijan of
July 13, 1940. Gandhi’s article was titled “Subhas Babu”
wherein he wrote: “He told me in the friendliest man-
ner that he would do what the Working Committee has
failed to do. He was impatient of delay. I told him that, if
at the end of his plan there was swaraj during my lifetime,
mine would be the first telegram of congratulation he
would receive. If while he was conducting his campaign I
became a convert, I should whole-heartedly acclaim him
as my leader and enlist under his banner. But I warned
him that his way was wrong.” [21]

I think because Shri Gandhi who was so full of himself,
he was afraid in 1942 that he would have to congratulate
Subhas Chandra Bose for liberating India from British
imperialism.

FOOTNOTE

[1] Shri M.K. Gandhi was a man of compromise. He has
written in his autobiography: “But all my life through,
the very insistence on truth has taught me to appreci-
ate the beauty of compromise.” [vide the penultimate
paragraph of Chapter XIII of Part IT / at Page 123, ‘An
Autobiography or The Story of my experiments with
Truth’ by M.K. Gandhi, 1927, Reprint of April 2000].
Moreover, in June 1942, M.K. Gandhi told the Ameri-
can journalist and author Louis Fischer: “I am essentially
aman of compromise, because I am not sure I am right.”
[Page 110, “The Great Challenge’ by Louis Fischer; Du-
ell, Sloan and Pearce, New York; 1946].

[2] Subhas Chandra Bose presided over an All-India
Anti-Compromise Conference at Ramgarh, Bihar, on
March 19, 1940. In his presidential address that day, he
sent out a warning to both the British Imperialism and
its Indian allies. He pronounced: “The success of this
Conference should mean the death-knell of compromise
with Imperialism. Later, on 26.11.1940, he wrote from
the Presidency Jail in Calcutta: “To my countrymen
I say, ‘Forget not that the greatest curse for a man is to
remain a slave. Forget not that the grossest crime is to
compromise with injustice and wrong.””

[3] The War in Europe was anticipated much ahead of
its start in early September 1939 and there was an appre-
hension that it would spread elsewhere too, like World
War I. The All India Congress Committee had declared
as early in May 1939 that Congress would oppose all at-
tempts to impose a war on India without the consent of
the Indian people. The Congress Party reiterated their
decision not to get involved in the war on August 10,
1939, with Shri M.K. Gandhi’s full support. However,
within hours after the United Kingdom declared war on
Germany on September 3, 1939, the then Viceroy, Lord
Linlithgow, announced that India was also at war. On
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